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LUKE’'S JESUS

Brett Webb-Mitchell

As has become evident to the congregation of EMR@ the kind of preacher who not only enjoys
writing, but in writing a sermon, | relish the cleasdge of following the lectionary reading, seeingnhat ways
Scripture that | read and may have preached upee ffears ago has changed given the circumstahtes o
world in which we live. Let me begin this newsletter by admitting thatwajs am surprised by a new reading of
the Scriptures read each Sunday from the pulpidwkmg that | have changed, as has the congregatioce the
last time the words were read aloud. The only @orisn the entire time is the Spirit of God.

The lectionary is a great help to preachers. tifase who are new to the use of the lectionarymket
quickly explain what it is: a lectionary is a |t scriptural texts (called "lections”) recommendeduse in
worship or study on a particular day. Christianitataries are usually built around the Church Ybat,they are
sometimes centered on the secular calendar (agvatrams that guide a person through reading ible B a
year). Christian lectionaries generally includeading from the Hebrew Bible, a Psalm, a readiamfthe
Epistles, and a Gospel reading. The Revised Conilmotionary is a three-year cycle of weekly lectioised to
varying degrees by the vast majority of mainlinetBstant churches in Canada and the United States.

In this cycle (the first or A cycle), the primaBospel for this cycle is Luke, commonly known as th
Third Gospel account of the life of Jesus. Lukewat a prominent figure in the early church, naswe an
eyewitness of Jesus’ earthly life. Luke suddemig¢t anobtrusively appears at Paul’'s side duringairies
mission trips, and Paul names him as one of the logal companions, remaining with Paul even dutiing
imprisonment, which is when he might have also magtsonal contact with the Gospel writer we knovask.

As each Gospel writer has a different “take” orspective of Jesus’ ministry, | have always takdiking
to Luke’s portrayal of Jesus. In Luke’s perspestidesus reached beyond the people of the Boathinggout to
the Gentiles in that day and age. But Luke dodsysaferring that Jesus is the fulfillment of téd Testament
people’s hopes and promises. For Luke, Jesus Hirmske prophet extraordinaire; Jesus is likgdhlj the
prophet sent to Gentiles. Jesus is the fulfillnadrdll prophetic ministry, which finds fulfillmeribh Jesus not only
reaching out to Gentiles, but to those who areptlteasts of Jewish society: those who are widows)ans,
people with disabilities, to those imprisoned, thedo have broken the law, who have jobs that ansidered
demeaning by the rulers of that day and age, lilepkerds, and those who feel little hope, likedhitdless
couple Zechariah and Elizabeth. Luke is oftenecklhe “Gospel of the Poor,” for Jesus has thet lvéam
activist. Yet it is the Spirit, possessed by Jewdmsch spreads joy and peace among those wha listdesus.

In the months to come, let us lead and learn filimJesus as portrayed from the Gospel writer Lfde
he has much to teach us about the way of God’sitoeer world today.



Church Programs Committee

Join us for a Valentine's Social on
Sunday, Feb. f1from 6:30 to 8:00
pm. Bring your favorite appetizer

and come enjoy good music and fellowship.

Easter Services:

Ash Wednesday, Feb 21  6:30 pm
Palm Sunday, April 1 11:00 am
Maundy Thursday, April5 6:30 pm
Sunrise Service, April 8 6:30 am
- at the Church cemetery

Easter Service, April 8 11:00

Flowers for the Sanctuary:

If you would like to place flowers in the Church fo
Sunday services in memory of or in honor of
someone, please sign the flower chart locateddn th
Commons Area.

Outreach Committee

GARNER RELAY FOR LIFE

Mark your calendars for April 27 & 28, 2007 forghi
year’'s Relay for Life.

If you want to be a team member, you can register
online for only $5 ($10 after Feb 20). Go to
www.acsevents.org/garnerrelagen click on Ernest
Myatt and click on "join the team." A team member
should be willing to spend a significant amount of
time at the campsite (although not necessarily all
night) and also participate in fundraising with the
group and individually.

The Kids' Walk is scheduled again for Saturday
morning from 9-10. There is a $5 registration fee,
and kids will receive a t-shirt and goody bag. The
kids are encouraged to raise $25 each.

Survivors: You are encouraged to sign up with the
Relay event and be recognized.

Contact Karen Carltokcarlton@nc.rr.conor
Debbie Coxdbcox@nc.rr.conif you have any
questions

Children’s Volunteer Schedule

Feb Infants @ 9:30

Childrer’Activity Hr @ 9:30

Infants @ 11:00

4 T/J Hutchison Charles & Ann Lane
11 Amanda Perry ikd&1& Mary Stephenson
18 S Oakley & F Daniels MigeBobbi Barnes

25 Craig & Tracy Butler

Mar Infants @ 9:30

Dan& Mary Lahr Cain

Childrers Activity Hr @ 9:30

Ken & Betsy McKenzie
KglKelley Wescoe
Al&dvichelle Brown
David & Karen Bufée

Infants @ 11:00

4 Terry & Karen Carlton Jafairbeborah Davis
11 Larrie & Minnie Buffaloe Alan &é&bbie Cox
18 S. Oakley & Flora Daniels  Mike &l-Anna DeSoto

25 Charles & Ann Lane

Toml&anette Hutchison

Cré&idgeverly Chrismon
Johm&nna Godwin

Dan & LynnilBams
Gertdetrrandt & McDonald




Fellowship of Intercession

Members Rose Booth, Roxie Collins

Rest Homed_eah Kolb (Hartfield’s Assisted
Living); Mary Elizabeth Collins (Forest Glenn);
Mabel Buffaloe (Mayview Convalescent Center);
Viola Johnson (Oak Hill Living Center) Jessie
Williams (Salem Towne Moravian Home)

Missionaries Frank & Nancy Dimmock and family

HomeboundHerman Collins, Mavis Gunter, lola
Thompson

Friends of the ChurchBill Murdock, daycare

teacher, Ms. Sheila’s husband; Kathy Sparks, Sylvia
Dismukes daughter; Johnny Kelly, friend of Rose
Booth; Sophia King, friend of Amanda Perry;
Carolyn Winter, friend of Susan Gardner; Mary Ellen
Tanner, Mary Anna DeSoto’s grandmother; Carlton
Blackley, Debbie Cox’s father; Herman Clark,
Carolyn Purser’'s mother, Louise Whittington

Military Personnel:Mark Ray, Kelley Wescoe's
brother

Ushers:
First Sunday Agape Class
Second Sunday Emmanuel Class
Third Sunday Wright Class
Fourth Sunday Covenant Respondels
Fifth Sunday Youth

Acolytes:

February 4 — lan Hutchison and Sean Chandler
February 11- Wyatt Godwin and Spencer Davis
February 18- Matthew Barnes and lan Hutchison
February 25- Sean Chandler and Wyatt Godwin
March 4 — Spencer Davis and Matthew Barnes
March 11 — lan Hutchison and Sean Chandler
March 18 - Wyatt Godwin and Spencer Davis
March 25 - Matthew Barnes and lan Hutchison

Birthday Calendar

Pastor Nominating Committee: The PNC
continues to meet each week to review PIFs
(resumes), interview candidates and discern
God’s plan for our Church. Please continue to
keep us in your prayers.




Youth Group

YOUTH CALENDAR

Fri-Sun 02/02-02/04  Ski Trip

Sunday 02/04 Souper Bowl afifg
5:30wh (Super Bowl)

Sunday 02/11 6:30 Valentine's Social
No ybevening mtg

Sunday 02/18 5:30 youth

Sunday 02/25 Congregationtd M
(folNing Worship)
5:30ugh

More than 15 years ago on a Super Bowl Sunday,
single youth group was inspired by a simple praye
They started the Souper Bowl of Caring which hag|
become an international event. Since 1990, more
than $33 million has been raised for individual
charities across the country. It is also turning o
nation's biggest weekend of football into its latge
weekend of giving.

Please help our youth and give what you can on
Feb.4th. All money given will be donated to Garng
Area Ministries

Camp Albemarle
If you are interested in attending camp this summe
please obtain information at
www.campalbemarle.org

PW Scholarships: Applications for the Presbyteria
Women Scholarship are now available and must b
completed and returned by March 1See Karen
Carlton if you need an application.

EMPC Youth are going World Wide! Check out
the new web site at www.empcyouth.com.
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Summer Mission Trip

Imagine ...traveling to a rural area this summerafo
adventurous week serving Jesus! You can get closer
to Jesus this summer as you and other students frpm
EMPC join YouthWorks for a week of service in a
rural community. You may lead a Kids Club for locgl
children; visit with the elderly at senior citizen
homes; and paint houses in need of a fresh coat of
paint. Sign up for the EMPC mission trip today!
YOU can make a difference! For more information,
call David or visitwww.youthworks.com
Where: Newport, Tennessee

When: July 29 — August 3, 2007

Who: Grades 7 - 12

Cost: $258 per individual

Sign up by: 2/15/07

Women of the Church

Spiritual Retreat: Traditionally, Lent is thought of
as a Season to give up things we enjoy. Anothgr wa
to observe the Lenten Season is to add a spiritual
dimension. Join the women of the Presbytery of
New Hope at the Annual PW Retreat on Saturday,
March 24 to Sunday March 25 at Camp Albemarle.
This retreat is for all Presbyterian women and only
costs $40. Join us for a week-end of spiritual
reflection, food, fellowship and fun!

If interested, please see Brenda Buffaloe or Karen
Carlton for a registration form.

Summer Gathering: The Presbyterian Women
Synod of the Mid-Atlantic will hold its Summer
Gathering from June 14-17 at Massanetta Springs
Conference Center in Harrisonburg, Virginia.

If interested, please see Brenda Buffaloe or Karen
Carlton for a registration form.

Thecookbooksare sold out! Thanks to everyone
who made this project successful.



Christian Education

Children’s Communion Class scheduled for

March 4 — “Infants and children are baptized by the
church and nurtured in the faith so that they can
participate with the church in the sacrament ofyHol
Communion” —Presbyterians TodayBrett will lead
families with young children {5grade and under) on
what this means to the children of EMPC. Parents
and children, please join us at 9:30 on SundaycMar
4 in the sanctuary.

Lenten Study Series- If you are interested in
leading/teaching a special Lenten Study, either
individually or as part of a group, please contact
Mary Lahr Cain, Tom Hutchison, or Ann Lane prior
to 2/15.

Sunday School Teacher Recognition Teachers,
please make plans to attend the Annual
Congregational Meeting (following worship service
on February 25, 2007) we will recognize the
contributions you make to the people of EMPC every
week.

2007 VacatiBible School

June 10 — 14, 20Q7

We're hoping for a BIG catch... lend us a hand to
make that happen. For more information, contact
Mary Lahr Cain. We will be co-sponsoring VBS
with St. Andrew’s UMC.

Mark Your Calendars

Faithful and Fit continues to meet on Monday and
Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm and Saturday morning
at 9:00 am. Start your New Year’s resolutions now!

Women's Circles:
Thurs, Feb 8, 10:00 am, WFH
Thurs, Feb 15, 9:45 am, WFH

JOY Group will meet Tuesday, February 20, 2007
at 11:00 a.m. to hear guest pianist, Anna Hudson.
Anna is a talented musician and will entertain ith w
our favorite songs. Many of you know her as the
smiling flower and seed lady at the Hudson
Hardware in Garner. Everyone is invited to meet
with us to hear good music, enjoy wonderful
fellowship and a covered dish luncheon.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING /covered dish luncheon

will be held on Sunday, February 25, 2007
immediately following worship service

Tricia Strong, our new pianist at EMPC,



Administrative Notes:

Visit our web site atvww.emyattpc.org

If you have any information to include in
next month’s newsletter, please notify Kargn
Carlton atKCarlton@nc.rr.com816-0225 or
leave a note in her file folder at the hall degk.
Due to the delay we sometimes experiencd
with bulk mail, if you would also like to
receive the newsletter via email, please

In case of inclement weather, we will post
openings/closings/delays on

contact Karen akCarlton@nc.rr.com WRAL TV5 and their affiliates

Deadline for March: February %2 and News Channel 14
Ernest Myatt Presbyterian Church NON-PROFIT
4926 Fayetteville Road PSSTAGE PAID
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603 PERMIT #9
(919) 772-4611 GARNER, NC 27529

www.emyattpc.org



